
 

 

– 
 

 

For the Cadets of West Mersea Yacht Club and Dabchicks Sailing Club 

                    

  

http://www.dabchicks.org/Cadetweek.htm
http://www.wmyc.org.uk/
http://www.dabchicks.org/


 

  

http://www.micro-scooters.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

I am very privileged to have been asked to take on the chairmanship of 

Mersea Cadet Week and wanted to take this opportunity to 

publically thank Will Crossley for his fine stewardship over the last 

three years. I would also like to welcome on-board a new look 

Committee and in doing so would like to give my huge thanks to Bev 

Philpott & Rachel Tarleton who have given tirelessly to Mersea Cadet 

Week over the last few years but have now decided it is time for rest! 

 
This year I started a new role within a global organisation and like 
many others they have a set of core values that epitomise the way 
they like to operate – I am expected to “live” those values in my work 
for them. This got me to think about Mersea Cadet Week and what 
core values we should expect from all involved whether cadets, 
volunteers and parents, the committee and representatives of the 
parent clubs. I spent a good few minutes noting down lots of things 
but to me the key core values are TEAM WORK, HONESTY & FUN, and 
I think the Committee’s decision to adopt the RYA Charter for Mersea 
Cadet Week compliments and supports these values – I would welcome your views! 
 
As always we look to build on past cadet weeks, learning from all the good and not so good things that have 
happened, whether on or off the water, and introducing change where necessary. 
 
So…. on the logistics front you will have noticed that we have gone digital and green! We have introduced on-
line registration and payment & this brochure! 
 
This year you will see some great innovation on the water with the decision to sail all the Optimist fleets on 
courses managed by Simon Clifton, with the handicap fleet under the guardianship of Roger Sydenham (on a 
new Committee Boat). This gives both Race Officers greater flexibility and scope when organising the racing for 
each day. 
 
We also intend to place greater emphasis on seamanship, adding to the fantastic agenda that Sally-Anne 
Turnball made happen! Dave Allen has put together a great package for all the younger cadets to participate 
in – it aims to be fun for all, whether cadet or parent! 
 
And talking of fun – we have a terrific theme for this year (thank you Social Team!) with events of one sort or 
another taking place on each evening! 
 
Enjoy Mersea Cadet Week 2015 - live by values set out above – abide by the RYA Charter - but above all HAVE 
FUN! 
 
Richard Pink 
Chairman 
  



 

 

 

FRANCES MEASON (1975-1984) – Sarah Mallet (left photo/winning trophy) would have been 

13 and I was 9 (photo below).  We all launched from the old Causeway and it was not floating 

so if you sailed over it and forgot to pull your dagger board up you got whiplash and a chunk 

out of your board! We had no wetsuits and no sailing gloves that I recall. The girls all wore little 

head scarfs. All oppies were wooden, even the spars and no white sails to be seen! The main organiser was 

Sarah Powell and all starts were from “Riis” in the quarters where I believe a lot of G&Ts were consumed! 

The oppies had no special buoys and so the races were very long using only the old original race buoys 1 2 

3.4.5, MG and Strood and Ray at high tides. Very few rescue boats in attendance. Paul Gosling (Viking 

Trophy winner 1976) can tell you about the infamous mid-week BBQ on shingle head. The yacht club launch 

(Douglas Stocker was in charge then) was so full of cadets the gunwales were nearly under. Also the Friday disco 70's 

style had slow dances at the end and if you were lucky (or pretty enough) a boy might ask you for a dance!!!!!  All very 

amusing and very exciting when you are 9. 

SEAMUS CLIFFORD (1979-1989) - When I was a cadet we launched 
from Wyatt’s hard. We were pushed off and usually drifted quite 
quickly into the old sunken causeway which has been replaced by 
the floating causeway. “Dooinnngg” you face planted as your boat 
went aground, or if you were clever enough to work out that you 
needed to lift your dagger board to avoid running into the 
causeway, you were then washed out to Bessom Fleet. Our coaching broadly consisted of parents shouting from WMYC 
lawn “push the tiller away, pull the tiller towards you”. I recall one Cadet Week that a group of us decided to dye our 
hair blond.  Unfortunately, we didn’t know that peroxide (hair dye) did not have an immediate effect – so we used the 
whole bottle.  The next day everyone had bright orange hair and if you touched it, it would break. We all looked like 
James Struth.  Cadet week was the highlight of our year, both for the sailing and the social. As a result of the skills I 
learned as a cadet, I continue to love sailing and compete in races in many different countries having a great time.  

CHARLOTTE COCK (1979-1989) - It all started with the Wednesday night build up to the highlight of 
our summer….Cadet Week. Sailing was great fun and an important social event for me and my 
girlfriends on the water, the boys were a bit more competitive! We did like to retire from a race 
together so we could continue our chats. After a while the racing looked more fun, there is only so 
much you can do tied up to the mothership. So take it from me, if you can, finish a race as it gets a bit 
boring just watching! The social side was great fun with a trip to Old Hall point mucking about in the 

mud and then to finish the week with the Friday night disco. This was at the Dabchicks until you were old enough to join 
the big kids at the Yacht Club. Taking part in the week has left me with fun memories and some wonderful lifelong 
friendships so it can’t be bad!! My best friend Hannah (Simon Clifton’s little sister) was purely a social member for the 
week but she was still part of the gang! Wishing you all a fantastic CW15! 

SIMON CLIFTON (1970-1989) - Being a Cadet gave me a love for sailing, something I still have today.  
I also formed many lifelong friendships. One occasion that springs to mind is when Jimmy Ryan broke 
his rudder. Racing was cancelled as it was blowing dogs off chains, but we foolishly decided to go 
sailing anyway – there were no support boats around. In a particularly vigorous gust the rudder blade 
snapped clean off Jimmy’s boat. We started to tow him in, but it was down wind and with no rudder, 
he was veering around all over the place. Should we stop? We took the other option and put our 
spinnaker up instead, with both boats on the plane they towed much better! It was all team work – 
no one was ever left behind! During Cadet Week we all decided to go swimming, but Andy Green’s 
(who went on to become an America’s Cup helm) Mum had taken his kit to be washed, so he went 
swimming in his sister’s bright green leotard – in fact Greenie invented the mankini! 

LUCY STRUTH (1979-1989) - Mum decided that my sister Gina and I should learn to sail. It was quite 
different back then and a lot less organised. We were always last and had to be towed in, but once 
we were off the water it was great fun - Dabchicks Disco’s being especially memorable!  I can’t have 
been too put off as I still sail today, crewing on cruisers and as helm on my Brigg, Pewitt, along with 
Phoebe Fuller. 

  

–

 Seamus with Jimmy Ryan, Charlotte Cock, Hannah Clifton 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos kindly supplied by Martin Gozzett Photography 

martingozzettphotography.co.uk/


  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
“STEP RIGHT UP, ONE AND ALL, TO THE GREATEST CADET WEEK ON EARTH!” 

 
Welcome ALL Optimist Sailors to Cadet Week 2015! I am proud to be a very small part 
of a very big team of people who will be working extremely hard to make your week 
hopefully one you will remember for a very long time. Our motto for the Optimist Fleets 
is “Bring them home smiling; so our theme this year-“At the Circus!” is rather apt. A real 
chance for us all to have some fun on and off the water. I challenge you to learn to juggle 
this week-but maybe not in your Optimist!! 

Ring out the changes! - For the first time in Mersea Cadet Week’s history we are going to race all the optimists 
in the creeks and quarters of Mersea!! Don’t worry-it has been very carefully thought through and will offer 
something for everyone.  
Lion Tamers-Gold Fleet - (The top group for those new to Mersea Cadet Week!) - The pressure is on! Not only 
will you want to win but you are now ambassadors for the younger and less experienced sailors who WILL be 
looking up to you. When you can-help them-particularly on the beach in the mornings. You were young once 
too-remember how you felt!! Simon, your race officer has designed a brilliant course to make the racing as 
fast, fair and furious as possible. 
The Jugglers-Ruby Fleet - for children in Bronze and Silver Fleets where the racing is as competitive as gold. 
Great starts are the key for you all and a neat track to the windward marks.  
Trapeze Artists-Emerald Fleet - over the past few years’ numbers in the Optimist Fleets have swelled as people 
have learnt how much FUN we have! Emerald fleet - if used - will be made up from the upper end of Starboard 
and the Lower end of Bronze. You compete for your own trophies and as with Diamond, Emerald and Ruby 
ANYONE can win the overall title of best sailor from the Inside fleets (Except Gold who will continue to have 
their own overall winner) 
Tightrope Walkers-Diamond Fleet - for children who have been sailing on a Wednesday night in Port or 
Starboard Fleet. For many sailors this may be your first experience of racing but there is nothing to worry about. 
We use the most sheltered water we can find. Every morning and every afternoon we gather together at the 
Dabchicks Sailing Club and talk you through what is going to happen during the next race. Explanations are 
simple and fun!  
Racing - The Optimist Fleet sailors are made from tough stuff!!We have an enviable record of being able to put 
on more races than the other fleets. Although we all hope for a glorious week of weather, be prepared to go 
sailing in what can be changeable conditions-this is England! For all sailors, being organised and prepared are 
the keys to a stress free day! Get down to the waterfront in plenty of time - there’s always lots to do. Don’t 
forget to put some water and a snack in your boat, sun cream and a hat if it’s hot and make sure you remember 
to sign-on, tally both on and off the water and sign-off. There are a couple of things we’d like you to think about 
before Cadet Week starts: What is the main thing you want to get better at during the week? Do you want to 
get your dagger board in the right position on every leg, or, to swap hands with the tiller and main-sheet 
without thinking when you tack? What do you want to achieve in the racing? Would you like to take part in 
and finish every race? Finish in the top 5, 10? Get really good at starting? Although for some the result is 
important, the most important thing is to take part, try you best, have fun and to come back smiling! 
Dom Barnes  
Inside Fleet Leader 

 
PS  WHY WON’T CANNIBALS EAT CLOWNS? BECAUSE THEY TASTE FUNNY!! 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are all aware that by now you are all able to sail round a course, but there is a great deal of 

difference between ability and experience between you all. There is a fleet of parents and supporters 

in support boats being coordinated by our very own Support Boat Leader, Gordon. Their role is 

twofold, one to make sure you all get home safely and secondly someone to drag you from the water 

should you have the misfortune to need it. Please listen to these wonderful people as they are part of 

the team that are there to ensure a safe and efficient time on the water. 

 

The weather is often against us but it is the intention to always try to get you on the water, so if racing 

is postponed please don’t go too far away and make sure that you and your boat are ready to go afloat 

at a moment’s notice. 

 

Here are a few tips: 

Sign On and Off - (with your parents) Before and after each session on the water as well as 

remembering to Tally On and Off, this is essential and if you fail to do any of these safety requirements 

you will be disqualified from that sessions racing. 

Buoyancy Aids - Wear them properly, regardless of weather and please do not cover them with a rash 

vest. 

Fit for Purpose - You and your boat must be fully prepared for the days conditions, if in doubt ask. 

Launch and Recovery - Have your boat rigged, but only launch when your fleet is called by the beach 

master, on return be careful do not ‘mow down, the helpers 

in the water. 

Capsized - Stay with your boat and right it, there is likely to be 

support boats in the area and if you are separated from you 

boat we allow them to deliver you back to your boat without 

penalty. If you are unable to right your boat the support boats 

will take over and you will be deemed ‘retired’ from that race. 

Also the support boats are there to look after you first and 

then the boat. 

Race Area - Never leave the area unaccompanied, if for some reason you decide to retire from a race 

the support boats will instruct you what to do, whether escorted to shore or left on the Mothership. 

Please do not just leave the area, even between races, we need to know where you are at all times. 

Role Models - Help others raise their game, advice and support to raise the standard of all of your 

team between races.  

 

We want you all to have a great week of racing and will do all we can to achieve this. A smile and a 

thank you to the many people working to make Cadet Week a success is always appreciated.  

 

Roger Sydenham 

Outside Race Officer 
  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

This year we are able to extend to Cadet Week the fantastic work done during Sunset series and offer 
those sailors new to sailing this year the opportunity improve their sailing skills even more through the 
“New Seamanship Award”. This year Diamond Fleet will be taken through 2 days of coached support 
which has two key aims: 
 

 To further increase their confidence and competence so they may sail more safely and enjoyably.  
 To better prepare them for racing in the latter three days of the week. 

  
The two days will work in a fun way towards gaining the 'Seamanship Award' which will help sailors demonstrate basic 
skill and knowledge in: 

 

 Boat handling  
 Race craft     
 Safety  
 Knots 
 Sailing Rules of the road 

 

Each Cadet will gain a Certificate of Competence and there will be special prizes for achievement in specific areas as well 
as a Trophy for most improved/dedicated Cadet. 

 
This increased skill and knowledge will be put to good use for the rest of the week where we hope to 
see Sailors better able and more keen to take on the challenge of racing in the Diamond Fleet Regatta. 
 

For any parent who wishes to know more about the Seamanship Award please contact David Allen at 
David@Top10Talent.co.uk. He will also be available in the Dabchicks Bar after Sunset Series on 24th 
June and 8th July.  We look forward to seeing you at Cadet Week. 

  

 

 

 

  

 

MERSEA CADET WEEK 2015 

SMILES BETTER 
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Races are often won and lost on the start and those who do well are usually those who have planned 
their starts. They’ve thought about where they want to start on the line, which tack will take them 
straightest to the windward mark and which side of the course will get them there fastest. 
 

 
Which end of the line? 
Go to the middle of the line and go head to wind. Then look to 
either side; left to the pin and right to the committee boat. 
Whichever is further ahead will be the closest end to the 
windward mark. 

Which tack off the line? 
Most of the time you will start on starboard tack with right of 
way, but then it is a case of which tack will take you straightest to 
the windward mark. When you are head to wind in the middle of 

the line have a look at the windward mark and see which side of the boat it is on. If it is dead ahead 
your initial tack doesn’t matter. If it’s to the right, the best tack is port, and to the left starboard. 

Which side of the course? 
The favoured side of the course should be the side where there is most wind or tide. You can check 
the wind by standing up in your boat and looking upwind. Also try to get out on the course early to 
determine what’s happening. Find out what time high water is and find out what the tide is doing, a 
general rule is, tide is strongest in deep water. Ask local sailors where it runs strongest and weakest. 
Your three answers should be mixed and matched to get the most out of 
the start. For example, if it seems there is much more wind on the right, 
then you might give up a favoured pin end of the line for a quick port tack 
to take you ‘right’ up the beat. If there is no apparent advantage on either 
side, then go with the favoured end of the line or the closest tack to the 
mark. Taking time to think about these factors will make sure you give 
yourself the best chance of winning right from the off.  

Timing  
Once you know where to start on the line you need to plan how to arrive there on the gun, sailing at 
speed. You need to be able to judge the distance against boat speed; and the only way is practice. Pick 
a mooring buoy, set a time limit like 30 seconds. Keep changing your distance and speed until you can 
judge the distance correctly. Keep in mind that when the wind strength changes, so will your speed 
and your time to the mark. 

Clean Air 
There’s every chance that a number of other boats will have come to the same conclusions you have 
and will choose the same place on the start line. Be aware of bigger faster boats that may steal your 
wind. Have a backup plan; know how to slow down or sail backwards to get out of a tricky situation; 
and practice manoeuvring in close quarter with other boats. 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

COMPETITORS / SUPPORT BOATS AND PARENTS / GUARDIANS 

Entry Criteria - All competitors must have reached their 8th Birthday by 1st May 2014 and must not be due 
to reach their 19th Birthday before 31st August 2015. Competitors must be a member of the Dabchicks 
Sailing Club or West Mersea Yacht Club. Preference will be given to those who have been members since 
the beginning of the 2015 dinghy racing season. 
 
Entering - Entries will close at noon on Saturday 4th July 2015.  Late entries will be accepted until Saturday 
11th July 2015 with a 50% surcharge. After that date entries will not be accepted. Entry numbers will be 
restricted and entries accepted on a first come first served basis. Incomplete entry forms or those without 
the required entry fee will be deemed to be invalid. The Committee reserves the right to refuse an entry, 
to change the class and fleet structure, and to place entries into appropriate classes and fleets at its 
discretion. 
 
Insurance - Valid and current third party liability insurance, which covers competitors for third party claims 
whilst sailing and racing, for not less than £2 million must be held for the duration of the event. Support 
boats need to be adequately insured for club dinghy racing support, evidence of cover may be requested. 
 
Medical - All competitors should declare any medical conditions and/or allergies, providing the organisers 
with all relevant information. Medical details will be treated as confidential. 
 
Responsible Adult - Every competitor must have a responsible adult in charge of them at all times. 
Responsible adults are mandatory for them to be on the waterfront or involved in the running of the event. 
Parents or nominated responsible adults must sign against their child’s/charge’s name before each session 
in order that the event organisers know who to contact in the event of an emergency. Contact information 
should include a mobile phone number/VHF Call Sign or whereabouts i.e.: DSC Galley, WMYC office, beach, 
(NB Not at home). 
 
Decision to Race - Cadet Week adheres to The Racing Rules of Sailing 2013-2016, please make yourselves 
aware of Fundamental Rule 4 regarding responsibilities associated with deciding whether or not to go 
afloat. 
 
Signing On - Before going afloat for each morning or afternoon session, all competitors must sign on. When 
signing on (for every session) the adult person responsible for the cadet’s care during the day must also 
sign on. When returning ashore competitors must tally off and within 15 minutes go to the control desk 
and sign off. Failure to do any of the above will result in disqualification without hearing for that session. 
 
Launch and Recovery - Competitors will launch in fleets and be escorted to and from the race area by a 
team of safety and support boats. No one may launch without the permission of the beach master. The 
launching and retrieval process, whilst managed by the beach master, is the responsibility of competitors 
and their parents/responsible adult. The beach rota will be published prior to the week. 
 
Buoyancy Aids/Life Jackets - All competitors and support boat personnel must wear an adequate 
buoyancy aid or life jacket that is properly fastened whilst on the water. 
 
 



 
 
Equipment and Clothing - All competing craft must be in good repair have adequate buoyancy and a 4m 
long painter. Those craft who do not meet these minimum requirements may be refused permission to 
launch. All those competing in handicap racing should ensure that their craft meets class rules. Competitors 
are asked to wear clothing appropriate to the conditions of the day. 
 
Racing - The Organisers reserve the right to change the published times of racing, to postpone or cancel 
racing at any time. All racing will generally take place either in the Mersea Creeks or the River Blackwater. 
From time-to-time it may be necessary to seek other venues at short notice. Information will be published 
on the event notice boards. 
 
Sail Numbers - All competitors’ sails must carry identification or sail number which must be entered on 
the entry form. Any changes to individual entrants sail numbers during the event must be notified to the 
race officer, safety officer and shore patrol. 
 
Safety on the Water - All competitors must obey any instructions they are given by the beach master, 
event safety and support crews, and the race committee. They must keep clear of moored boats, moving 
deep draft vessels and busy channels. In the event of a collision it is the competitor’s responsibility to tell 
his/her parents and the parent’s responsibility to inform the owner. No competitor should leave their boat 
unmanned at any time unless instructed to do so by an event support boat crew. 
 
Support Boats - All support boats and drivers must be fit for duty. Crew numbers should be limited to 
those required for them to be able to fulfil their rescue functions. Parent’s permission must be sought 
before allowing any non-sailing cadets to travel on a support boat. Life jackets must be worn by all on 
support boats and a kill cord to be used at all times. 
 
Notice Boards - It is the responsibility of all competitors and their parents/responsible adults to check the 
event notice boards for changes to any of the activities associated with the event. There is an official event 
notice board at both DSC and WMYC. 
 
Catering - A galley rota will be published prior to the event. All tabs must be cleared at the end of each 
day. There will be no tab system available at WMYC. Members will be able to use their club cards.  
 
Social Activities - Those participating in social activities may be asked to sign in and sign out. Children 
under 16 years of age must be collected by their parents or a nominated responsible adult. Children over 
16 years of age will require a signed permission form from their parents allowing them to leave unescorted. 
 
Photography and Video - Photographs will be taken during Mersea Cadet Week organised events, stored 
and reproduced for the purpose of promotion and publicity, for use on the appropriate websites and for 
distribution to the event participants. Any entrants or their parents/guardians who have any concerns or 
objections should write to the organising committee. 
 
Use of Clubs - Members of the organising clubs, their guests and visitors may use either Club and in doing 
so must observe their rules and practises. The Clubs can accept no responsibility for damage to, or loss of, 
any personal property brought onto their premises. 
 
The Waterfront - Bins are provided for all litter. Competitors may be asked to tidy the area between the 
two clubs. The waterfront is a residential area and the property and privacy of the neighbourhood must 
be respected at all times. The waterfront is also a working environment and access to the working hard 
must be allowed at all times. All involved with the event are asked to keep noise levels to a minimum, 
especially after dark. 

  



 

Principles and Practices 

 The sport welcomes all participants; it relies largely on self-compliance and self-policing. Those that deliberately take 
unfair advantage of this or behave in an inappropriate manner, either on or off the water, can expect action to be 
taken against them.  

 Competitors agree to compete in compliance with the rules and behave in accordance with accepted standards of 
sailboat racing. When involved in a genuine dispute, all parties to the dispute and those deciding the matter will use 
the established procedures for achieving resolution.  

 Foul or abusive language, intimidation, aggressive behaviour or lack of respect for others and their property will not 
be tolerated.  

 Organizers, officials and other providers of sailboat racing agree to provide the fairest racing possible. This includes 
encouraging feed-back and facilitating the resolution of genuine disputes (including protests) in a timely and proper 
manner.  

 Coaches and other advisers agree to encourage their competitors to compete, and behave in compliance with the 
above principles and practices.  

 
This Charter applies equally to those who organise, manage, coach, advise, judge, provide services and compete (including 
those who support competitors) in sailboat racing.  
The RYA encourages the adoption and implementation of this Charter, and provides guidance and support to individuals 
and organizations to assist implementation. This guidance and support is consistent with the practices of the International 
Sailing Federation.  
 

Application of RYA Racing Charter 
Through the Racing Charter, the RYA seeks to promote fair and enjoyable racing for all. 
 

What competitors should expect: 
 racing that, as far as possible, is fair, enjoyable and safe  

 shore facilities, administration and race management to acceptable standards and appropriate to the event 

 a way to complain or make a suggestion, and a response to complaints and suggestions 

 prompt resolution of any disputes 
 

What is expected of competitors: 
 courtesy and respect to other competitors, officials, and other users of the water, both afloat and ashore 

 compliance with the rules, and take a penalty when required by the rules 

 use of the provided services to resolve any disputes  
 

Resolution of Racing Disputes 
The RYA encourages the adoption of the Exoneration Penalty, Advisory Hearings and RYA Arbitration in addition to protest 
hearings to improve the understanding of and compliance with the Racing Rules of Sailing. 
 

Unacceptable Behaviour  
The RYA encourages the use of rule 69 and rule 2 to penalise and deter unacceptable behaviour both on and off the water. 
Guidelines on their application in the UK are included on the RYA website.  

  

Objectives 

 To provide the framework for everyone to enjoy the sport of sailboat racing in whatever capacity and to 
whatever level the individual desires. 

 To ensure that the sport of sailboat racing welcomes all people and treats them equally. 

 To ensure that those who experience sailboat racing are encouraged to continue. 

http://www.rya.org.uk/Pages/Home.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Optimist Diamond Fleet      - Alice Marr 

Optimist Emerald Fleet   - Daisy Weston 

Optimist Ruby Fleet  - Madison Allen 

Optimist Overall Inside   - Daisy Weston 

Most Improved Inside Fleet    - Thea Taylor 

CATs Trophy for Endeavour   - Will Sanderson 

Tenacity Trophy   - Alannah Murrell 

Seamanship Trophy   - Dudley Burr 

Optimist Gold Fleet  - James Brosnan Wren 

Optimist Gold Corinthian   - Emily Sanderson 

Most Improved Optimist   - Gabriella Clifton 

TERA & Slow Handicap Fleet  - Joshua Davis 

Laser 4.7 Class   - Nathaniel French 

Topaz Class   - Anna Gilbert/Heather Norman 

Medium Handicap Fleet   - Hamish Eckstein 

Fast Handicap Fleet   - Mathew French 

Topper Class - Tim Crossley 

RS Feva Class - Connor Wey/Beth Sharpe 

First Single Hander   - Hamish Eckstein 

First Double Hander   - Connor Wey/Beth Sharpe 

Viking Trophy  - Connor Wey 

Seamanship Trophy   - James Brosnan Wren 

Hanna Stodel Endeavour   - Anna Gilbert/Heather Norman 

 

 

  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
         
 

 
 

                                  

 

   

 

 

 

  

http://www.weetabix.co.uk/
http://www.fluid-lines.co.uk/
http://www.jumpstreet.co.uk
http://www.essexoutdoors.org
http://www.hydesails.co.uk
http://www.mersea-island-watersports.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

We would like to express our thanks to the following, without whom Cadet 

Week would not be possible: 

Supporters – Micro Scooters Ltd (Platinum), The Royal Hospital School (Platinum) and West Mersea Dental 

Practice (Gold) – for their continued support and donations. 

Additional Supporters – Essex Outdoors, Fluid Lines, Hyde Sails, Jump Street, Mersea Island Watersports, 

Weetabix for kindly donating the very generous prizes. 

Volunteers - All the diligent parents and helpers who give up their time and commitment to assist both ashore 

and on the water. 

Race Officers - Roger Sydenham (Outside), Simon Clifton (Inside), as well as all the helpers on board spotting, 

time keeping, creating the courses, etc. 

Safety Officers - Gordon Eckstein and Nick Purdie along with the team of numerous Mums, Dads and friends 

who supply boats and assistance on the water. 

Mark Layers – Those who go out in the water prior to racing happening. 

Committee Boat ‘Carronade of Tortulla’ – Liz & Peter Clements, thank you for the use of your much needed 

boat. 

Mothership ‘Fable’ – Viv & Martin Gozzett for an extremely crucial support boat for the inside fleet. 

Beach - Sue Green and her team tallying you on an off the water as well as the many of you tirelessly pulling 

and stacking trolleys. 

Galley – Jo Taylor, Ann Bailey and Wendy Williams along with all the volunteers helping to provide delicious 

food, endless cups of coffee/tea and hot chocolates at Dabchicks and all the staff at the West Mersea Yacht 

Club. 

Online Entry Form – Abbie Dix who has spent many hours making sure that the “New Look” entry form works 

more efficiently for everyone entering – no more last minute running down to the WMYC. 

Native Promotions – For the help, time and effort, printing the Hoodies, T-Shirts, Pennants and the Cubed 

Prizes – not an easy job at all! 

Artists – Jane Richardson for decorating the windows and Vicki Challis for all the newly done figurines. 

Cadet Week Committee - None of this would happen without a Committee: Richard Pink (Chairman), Dave 

Allen, Ann Bailey, Martin Blackmore, Dom Barnes, Simon Clifton, Will Crossley, Gordon Eckstein, Sue Green, 

Chris Harris, Jackie Bessey, Nick Purdie, Emily Rogers, Roger Sydenham, Sally-Anne Turnball, Wendy Williams 

as well as additional Social Committee Members who have been led by Jackie – Ann Bailey, Vicki Button, Jane 

Marr and Wendy Williams.   

Finally, THE CADETS – For taking part in such a wonderful event and making the blood, sweat and tears 

worthwhile year on year. 

  

http://www.micro-scooters.co.uk/
http://www.royalhospitalschool.org/
http://www.essexoutdoors.org/
http://www.fluid-lines.co.uk/
http://www.hydesails.co.uk/
jumpstreet.co.uk/
http://www.mersea-island-watersports.co.uk/
http://www.weetabix.co.uk/
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